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Carson then rose. " I appear for him, and I don't know
why these observations should be made."
The President: " You shall be heard presently."
Carson : " I am only stating that I appear here for him,
and I don't know why these observations should be made.'5
The President: cc I am very glad to see you, but we want
Lord Clanricarde personally. We do not contemplate that
the enquiry will take a course which will render the presence
of counsel necessary. ... It is a great advantage for counsel
to sit quiet."
Now the Commission was about to enquire into a very
complicated set of facts, and grievances were to be formu-
lated and set against each other : right was not all on one
side, and it was the duty of justice to enquire impartially
and weigh the evidence. It was a case of landlord and tenant
on a large scale. To make this possible it was essential that the
landlords should have some notice of the allegations which it
was sought to bring home against them. Carson then applied
that the tenants should furnish some particulars of the
charges which they were bringing against the landlords, and
for an adjournment to consider them. There were witnesses
in Court, well known Nationalist agitators, who were pre-
pared to give evidence for the tenants.
Carson, Q.C., intervened before the first of these witnesses
was called. " I ask you whether we are to be prohibited
from cross-examination, from going into the origin of these
evictions."
The President: "I cannot say. I will see that justice is
done."
Mr. John Roche, M.P., a Nationalist, was called first, and
made a rambling statement on the iniquities of the landlords,
little of which was first-hand evidence, and most of it hear-
say.
Carson then repeated his request to cross-examine. <c May
I do so after lunch ? " he said.
" Yes, if you are ready," said the President.
After lunch, however, the President had changed his
mind. Although it was very short notice to cross-examine on
such a statement as had been given, there was no greater